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(2> provide badges or buttons in recognition of
special service, good conduct, and discharge under
conditions other than dishonorable.

{Added Pub. L. 89-529, §1¢1), Aug. 11, 1966, 80 Stat.
339

Ex. Orp. No. 11545, Derpxse DISTINGUISHED SERVICE
MEDAL

Ex. Ord. 11548, July 9, 1870, 356 F.R. 11161, provided:

By virtue of the authority vested fn me as President of
the United States and as Commander in Chief of the
Armed Forces of the United 3tates, it is ordered as
tollows:

8gorion ). There Is hereby established a Defense EMs-
tinguished Service Medal, with accompanying ribbons
and appurienances, for award by the Secretary of Defense
to & military officer who performed exesptionaliy meri.
toricus service in a duty of great responsibility with the
Office of the Secretary of Defense, the Organlzation of
the Joint Chiefs of Stafl, a specified or unified command,
s Defense sgency, or such other joint activity as may be
designated by the Secretary of Delense.

Sgc. 2. The Defense Distinguished Service Medal and
appurtenances thereto shall be of appropriste design ap-
proved by the Becretary of Defense and shall be awarded
wader such regulations as he shall prescribe. These regu-
iattons shall place the Defense DPstingulshed Service
Medal in an order of precedence after the Medals of Honor
and the IMstinguished Service Crosses of the Armed
Forces and before the Distinguished Service Medals of
the Armed Forces.

Bre. 3. No more than one Defense Distinguished Serv-
ice Medal shall be awarded £ any one person, but for
each Fucceeding exceptionally merltorious period of serv-
fce justifying such an award, a sultable device may be
awarded t0 he worn with that Medal as prescribed by ap-
propriate regulations of the Department of Defense.

8zc. 4, The Defense Pistinguished Service Medal or
device may be awarded posthumously and, when so
awarded, may be presented 4o such representative of the
deceased as may be deemed appropriate by the Secretary
of Defense. .
RICHARD NIXON.

§ 1126. Gold star lapel hutton: eligilnlity and distri-
bution.

(a) A lapel button, fo be known as the gold star
lapel button, shall be designed, as approved by the
Becrelary of Defense, to identify widows, parents,
and next of kin of members of the armed forces of
the United States—

(1> Whe losi their Hves during World War i,
World War II, or during any subseguent period of
armed hostilities in which the United States was
engaged before July i, 1558, or

(3 who lost or lose their lives afler June 30,
1958 )

() while engaged in an action against an
enemy of the United States;

(if} while engaged in military operations in-
volving conflict with an opposing forelgn foree;
or

(iii) while serving with friendly foreign forces
engaged In an armed confiict in which the
Tnited States Is not a belligerent party against
an opposing armed force, '

(b} Under regulations to be prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Defense, the Secretary concerned, upon
application to him, shall furnish one gold star lapel
button without cost to the widow and to each parent
and next of kin of a member who lost or loses his
or her life under any ecircumstances preseribed in
subsection (a).
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{¢) Not more than one gold star lapel bution may
be furnished to any one individusal except that, when
a gold star lapet button furnished under this section
has been lost, destroyed, or rendered unfit for use
without fault or neglect on the part of the person
to whom it was furnished, the button msay be re-
placed upon application and payment of an amount
sufficient fo cover the cost of manufaciure and
distribution. '

(d) In this section..

(1) “widow" includes widower;

(2} “parents” includes mother, father, siep-
mother, stepfather, mother through adoption,
father through adoption, and foster parents who
stood in Joco parentis;

(3} “next of kin” inciudes only children broth-
ers, sisters, half brothers, and half sisters;

4) “ehildren” includes stepchildmn and chil-
dren through adoption;

5y “World War I'" includes the pericd from
April 8, 1917, to March 371921; and

{6} “World War IT” includes the period from
September 8, 1839, to July 25, 1947, ab 12 o’clock
noon.

(Added Pub. L. 89-534, § 1(1), Aug. 11, 1966, 80 Stat.
345, § 1126, formerly § 1124, renumbered Pub. L. 89
718, § 9, Nov. 2, 1966, B0 Stal. 1117)
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AMENDMENTS

1968-Pub. L. 90235, § 3(a) {1) (18), Jan. 2, 1968, 81 Stat.
987, added items 1169, IXT0, II7I and 1172, :

1962-Pub. L. #7-651. title I, § 108{c), Sept. 7, 1962, 76
Stat, 508, added 1tem 1168.

Cross REFERENCES

Regulations to carry out this chaptler, see section 280

of this title.
Crarree BEFEsREn 70 Iv OrHER SECTIONS
This chapter s referred o in section 280 of this title.

§ 1161, Commissioned officers: limitations on dismissal.
(&) No commissioned officer may be dismissed
from any armed force except—
{1} by sentence of a general court-martial;
€2} in commuiation of & senfence of a general
court-martial; or
(3) in time of war, by order of the President.
¢by The President may dron from the roils of any
armed force any commissioned officer (1) who has
beenn absent without authority for at least ithree
monéhs, or () who is senfenced to confinement in
a Federal or State penitentiary or correctional in-
stitution affer having been found guilty of an of-






